
Anatomy , lecture 1…pictures and tables



-Oropharyngeal isthmus located between 
the two palatoglossal arches….you can 
also see the palatine tonsil and uvula 
Note : A represents an opened 
oropharyngeal isthmus 
B represents a closed oropharyngeal 
isthmus 

Vestibule and oral cavity proper



In picture C , you can see the frenulum of the tongue and the fimbriated fold (plica 
fimbrata) lateral to it .Also , you can see the opening of the submandibular gland as 
well as openings of ducts of sublingual gland along the sublingual fold .

Sensory innervation of the palate(roof of oral cavity)
-Greater palatine nerve

-nasopalatine nerve 
Branches from maxillary nerve 



Sensory innervation of the floor of the tongue ….here is the story :
-Lingual nerve ( a branch of the posterior trunk of mandibular 

nerve) carries general sensations( pain,temperature ,and touch ) 
from the anterior two thirds of the tongue,oral mucosa of the floor 
of the oral cavity , and gingivae associated with the lower teeth .

- In the infra temporal fossa , the chorda tympani ( a branch of 
fascial nerve ) joins the lingual nerve .Chorda tympani carries two 

types of fibers :
- fibers to carry taste from the anterior two thirds of the tongue

-preganglionic parasympathetic fibers (they will relay in the 
submandibular ganglion to innervate all the glands below the level 

of the oral fissure).



The tongue:
Notice that the tongue is 
divided into two parts :

-anterior two thirds (oral part) 
and it runs horizontally 

-posterior one third 
(pharyngeal part) and it curves 

inferiority to run in almost a 
vertical plane .

You can see that the tongue is 
attached to the mandible and 

hyoid bones inferiorly (the root 
of the tongue)

The oral and pharyngeal 
surfaces are sepa rated by a V-
shaped terminal sulcus of the 
tongue. This terminal sulcus 
forms the inferior margin of 
the oropha ryngeal isthmus 

between the oral and 
pharyngeal cavities. At the 

apex of the V-shaped sulcus is 
a small depression (the 

foramen cecum of the tongue)

Notice the median fibrous septum that 
divides the tongue into right and left 
halves 



Read this part 
….the description 
of the shape of 
each type of 
papillae may help 
you later on



This table summarises the muscles of the tongue…we are concerned with Extrinsic muscles .





Summary of motor and sensory innervations of the 
tongue 







This picture shows the innervations of the glands 
….focus and study !

This picture shows the 
details of the otic ganglia , I 
recommend studying from it 

since the doctor has 
mentioned these details in 

the slides.


